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. Faithful, and from that Time, it may be ſaid in g © 


De Light of the World, and that the Apoſtle ſays of him. 
That he was the trus Light n enlightneth ruery Man 
L197 4.18 | a 


* 


him : That Love which the WN breche tout of t 
Mouth of God a living, holy and divine Soul into him now 
in breathed a Spark or of divine Light into him 
which would in Time do all that which Adam ſhould hav 
done, that is, ſhould raiſe up, and gal forth a Generation © 
Men that ſhould become Sons of God, and take poſſeſſion of 
the Kingdom promiſed, 

Here now the merciful Myſtery of Man's Re« 
demption ; for this Seed of a dlvine Life, this inſpo 
Word of Girace, or Bruiſer of the Serpent's Head was the 
Holy Jxovs the ſecond Adam, who from that Tim 
Rood in the Place of the firſt Man and became the Spit 
— Pann, and Regenerator of Adam himſelf and all his 
Olterity. * 

The falthful amongſt the Antlents experlenced thi 
effect of this redeeming Power]; it was thro' its EM 

that Enoch pleaſed God and was tranſlated ; Noa wal @ 
Preacher of Righteouſneſt; Abraham walls with Ge 
was called the Nia of God; and in Faitlf Saw Z 
Day the Day wherein Chriſt was to ſuffer for our Res 
demption, and was glad; Moſes choſe rather to ſuffer 

fiction with the People of God, than to enjoy the Plaaſures 
of Sin, efleeming the reproach of Chrift, greater Riches 


the Treaſures in Egypt, It Was th 1 
ilderneſi 


Grace and Love that was in the Church in the 
— 8 22 8 the — * and Ned 
the ot Clou 5 of Fire | J 
Thus from the Time N promiſed Kae the 
Effect of Chriſt's Death was ſenfibly experienced by the 


and true Senſe, that the Incarnation of the ſon of God 
began, becauſe he then entred again into the human Nas 
ture, as a Seed, or beginning of its Salvation, hidden uns 
der the Veil of the Law and not made manifeſt till in the 
Fulneſs of Time, according to what had been foretold by" 
the Prophets. Chriſt the Redeemer of Mankind was born 
; irgin Mary at Bethlehem in the Land's R 

it is in this ſenſe that our bleſſed Saviour ſelf, 
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Ht comm into the wit becauſe every Man whereever 
rn, has from him this 1005 ght of Life, this inward Saviour 
r ſeed of 272 which if not ſtifled, but reverenced 
hd oheyed, will give te a many ar receive it 154 to be» 
me the ſons of God, here a the ape 7 declares, The * 
Wy that had been hid from Generations, new it made 
7X to his ſaints, w Ich is Chrift in you the hope of 


ence it appears, that we are in a fallen 
Pondltion, utterly unable to help or redeem gurſelves, 
Put that help is lay'd on IA CHR1sT our Sayiour, who 
is mi w to ſave, even to the uttermoſt ; That the Bod 
| we are placed is as our Grave or Sepulcher, 
vere — are inſtaved to fleſhly Thoughts, blinded b falſe 
otions of Good and Evil, and dead to all Taſte of true 
Happineſe; And that there is no Sanctification of Heart, 
Who Illumination of the Mind, — Knowledge of divine 
yſteries, no Love of ws poſſible to be had, but 
Ny and by the Motion and Life of is 1 Spirit renewed, 
r born again in us, and that its Life, Motion, and Power 
} us increaſeth according to our Faith, Prayers and Deſire 
N ter it. | 
| Revelation farther teaches us, that the World in 
bhich we live, is alſo in a diſorder'd, irregular State,and cur- 
* for the Sake'of Man ; thatit is no longer the Paradiſe that 
Nod made it, but me Remains of drown'd World, full of 
Marks of God's Diſpleaſure, and the Sin of its Inhabitants, 
| That i it is a mere Wilderneſs, a State of Darkneſs, a Vale 
pf Mi, 295 where Vice and Madneſs, Dreams and Shadows, 
[iS pleaſe & torment the ſhort, miſerable Lives of Men 
i alſo and Evil Spirits have here their Reſidence, 
promoting the Works of Darkneſs, and wandering up and 
gown, ſeeking whom they devour, K 
So that Man, in his — I Sate, f is like a Perſon fick of 
ariety of Diſeaſes, knowing neither his Diſtempers nor his 
Cure; & incloſed in a Place where he can hear or ſee, ora, ; 
. taſte of nothing but what tends to enflame his Diſo 
But Chriſtianity puts an End to this State of Thin 
Nots out all the Ideas of worldly Wiſdom, brings the Wor 


if (el af Ales, and creates all anew. It calls B 
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Gopy, ſupported not "AX: 00 but the Spiritual 
Graces of Faith and Hops: So that Man buſied in rthly 
Cares and Enjoyments, perceives nothing of this grea 
and Heavenly Calling, 

The Changes which Chriſtianity maketh in the preſent 
State of Things, are all inviſible : Its Goods and Evils, 
which are the only true Standards of our Actions, are nog 
ſubject to the Knowledge of our Senſes, 

Gop, we live and move and have our Being; but 
how unſeen, how unfelt is all this! 

CHIRST is the Lamb ſlain from the Foundation of thi 
World, the true Light that lighteth every Man 8 
into the Warld, He i is the Alp — Omega, the 

and the End of all Things. "The whole reation ſu ity 
in him and by him. No Perſon is in any Favour with 
God, but by this great Mediator, But how inviſible, how 
unknown to all our Senſes is this State of Things! .4 
* ars Temples of the Holy Ghoſt, conſecrated 
Members of Chriſt's Hee goes Body, os — fleſk 

— his 4 Me receiving Life, and Mo 
0 


their Head, 
But our genſes ſee no farther than our Parents and 
t the Fleſh, and fix our . Lied 


dred according 

Friendſhips and Relations, Well then ma 

deem'd a State of Daun — 1 * ove 

the true Appearances of I Ng info 

ſible and unaffected with ings, and of ug Infinite —— 
Pl. d we therefore know Our true Condition, We mu 
ſearch after # it %% with Chrift in G 

eanſider 9 $ as Parts of Chriſt's My 0 

Members of the I Heaven, In 

the Heauty and 15 of Que Bodies 

Men, and the Diſtincfions of nn World 

na mare — the State of 

1 or beautiful Monuments ef luman Li e 

We juſtly pity the laſt poor Efforts of human Greatnefl 

when we food breathleſs o lying in Hits, It ere 

ſo far from any real Honour, that it father looks like ridi 

 euling che Miſery of our Nature, But were Religion 

_—_ Js, the 1 * proud, —_— 


3 mut 


ain do we eunſide 
10 vr Alan wa 
2 for theſe * 


4 | 
It ies our Bodies bern l Neben: World, wiuraghs 
over 5 by a general Reſurrection, and opens all into 
an et State, 

It never conſiders us in any other Reſpect than as fallen 
Spirits, it — — — Diſtinctions, and propoſes 
, potking #9 our Fears but eternal Miſery to our 

| ut 2 endleſs Enjoyment of Gop, 
| "This i great the important Condition, in which 

Chriſtianity yo. placed us, above our Bodies, above the 
World, — Death, to 1 at the Diſſolution of all 
Things, to ſee the Earth in and the Heayens wrapt 
up like a Scroll, to ſtand at the general ReſurreRton to ap- 
pear at the univerſal Judgment, and to — for — when 
All that our Eyes have ſeen is paſſed away 

, Take therefore upon thee a Lemper pop to this "this Great- 
neſs of thy Condition, Remember that thou art an eternal 
Spirit, thatthou art but for a few Months or Vears ina State 
of Fleſh and Blood, only to try, whether thou ſhalt be f 
ever happy with God, or for ever miſerable with the Dev 

Thou wilt hear of other Concerns and other (Greatneſs 
in this Welk, Thou wilt ſeg eyery Order of Men, ev 
F 2 Perſon purſuing ſome fancied Happineſs, 
if the W orld had not only Ha ppineſs, but particular Ki 
of 2 for all its babltan 

But when thou ſeeſt this, fancy thou a ſaweſt all the wor 
aſleep, the Prince no Janger a Erbes, the Beggar no longer 
n ng, but — Man ſleeping out of his 

— dp 00! ers yn ys 

dition, as faſt as one fooliſh Dream could 
When thou haſt ſeen this, if thou wie Hou 
too, thou mayſt lie down and dream. And 
as happy as the Work can make theſe, all is 2 
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wen. 5 And 8 a is ike ſleeping in a 
when thou ſhouldſt be PUMP! ＋ — or 4 
art a Prince, hen thou Wp from from 
Slavery. 

This is no imaginary Flight ofa 3 Vaney, but 
the real Nature of 'Things, 

'Forifthcunrtthatimmortal Nature, thatfallen Splriewhich | 


Kehigan aach v4 if rr 


Shoes to a Body in the Grave. 


MW! known ; do bur ſee thyſelf in the Light which Chriſt has 
| drought into the World, and than 


| 


and Judgment, as the j K.K. of an eternal State; what 

raqsre all the little Flaſhes of Pleaſure, the changing Appea 

ces of worldly Happineſs, but ſo many Sorts of Dreams? 

How canſt thou talk of the Advantages of Fortune, the 

Pleaſures of Food or Apparel, without ing ina Dream? 
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For if it be true, that Man is upon his Trial, if the Trial is 
for Eternity, if Life is but a Vapour; what is there that de- 
ſerves a ſerious Thought, but how to get well out of the 


"World, and make it a right Paſſage to our eternal State, 


It is the Manner of ſome Countries, in the Burial of 
their Dead, to put a Staff and Shoes and Money in the Se- 
pulcher along with the Corpſe, ane 
We ſee the Folly and Ignorance of ſuch a poor Contri- 
vance to aſſiſt the Dead; But if we did but —— what 


Lie, we ſhould ſee as much Folly in the poor Contri- 


vances to aſſiſt the Living, 
For how many Things do People labour after, break 


their Reſt and Peace to get, which yet when gotten are 


of juſt as much real Uſe to them, as a Staff and Shoes to a 
— under Ground ? They are always adding ſomethin 
to their Life, which is only like adding another Pair 


Nee 

ut on ncher Apparel: e wi to 3 
2 olden 5 ninted Shoes will hel 4 dead Man walk 
If thou remembereſt, that the whole Race of Mankind 
are a Race of fallen Spirits, that paſs thro! this World, as 
an Arrow paſſeth thro* the Air; thou wilt ſoon perceive, 
chat there is no Wiſdom or Happineſs, but in getting away 
If chou remembreſt, that this Life is but a Vapour, that 
thou artin the Body, only to be holy, humble and heavenly 
minded ; that thou — the Brink of Death, Re» 
ſurrection and Judgment, and that theſe great Things will 
ſuddenly come upon thee like a Thief in the Night ; thou 
wilt ſee a Vanity in the Things of this World; greater 


N chan any Words can expreſs, 


Do but therefore know thyſelf as Religion hath made thee 


wilt ſee that no» 


ma 
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ng concerns thee, $$. an everlaſting Spi- 
t is going to God ; and that there are no Enjoyments 
oy chatare worth a Thought, but ſuch as may . 


the Wvith that Holineſs, without which no Man ſhall ſee the Lord. 

m? . is the End of Chriſtianity, It is not a School for the 

: is 22 of moral Virtue. It is deeper and more divine in 
e- 


s It implies an entire Chan 1 full 
fr of ourtcives, our Souls and Bodies unto God 

wp Bleſſed Saviour came into the World, not to make 

ſition with it, but to put an End to the De- 
— 1 07 Fit and Blood, and to ſhew us, we mult either 
_ Wenounce this World to become Sons of God, — ' by en- 
i- oying it, take our Portion among damned Spi 
at Chriſtianity is a State of Things that w ly 
> Eternity: It knows of no other Goods and Evils, but ſuch 
Das relate to another Life. 

ik It is a Kingdom of Heaven that has no older Intereſts 
re Yin this World, than as N takes its Members out of itt And | 
a when the Number of is compleat, this World 
5 will be conſumed with Fire, as having no other Reaſon 

for its Exiſtence, 'than the furniſhing Members for that 
bleſſed Society, which i is to laſt for ever. 

I cannot here omit obſerving — folly of homes Wir- 
dom, which, full of i imagi agnary Proj roſects, pl eaſes itſelf with - 
its laſting Eſtabliſhments ina World —— to Deſtructi· 
on, and which is to laſt no longer than till a ſufficient 
Number js redeem'd out of it. KY IS 

Did we ſee a Number of Animals ing to take up 
their Apartments, and cont for the Places in à 
Building that was to be beat down as ſoon as its old Inha- 
bitants were got ſafe out, we ſhould ſee a Contention full 
** That Chriſtianity requires u Change of Nature, b 

t ani res a ature, 
| BF from the whole iy requires ah oY 
Rae er Saviour of the World faith, that except a Man be 
. tha Ki 


TW © kf vv» for 


again 0 1 pirit —— — 
dom of Gop, told, that to a. 

bim, Den bv: yous: Foaber 26-devme th 
iel were born not of Blood, 8 


e of the Will of Man, hut of G. 
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N — 57 Chriſt himſelf, Love 


* 
* 


Thefe Words bee Ec ws, Ba Chriſtianity impll 


an entire of Nature; that as our Birth was to us 
the of a new Life, and brought us into a Society 
of joyments, ſo Chriſtianity is another Birth, 
that bri us ind a Condition age as new as when 


we firſt ſaw the Light, | 
e 

have new Tempers, new Hopes, 

o_ of every thi 

$ New Birth is 

z = is the Seal of the promiſes, the Mark of our Sonſhip, 

Earneft of our Inheritance, and the ſure Proof of our 


Acceptance with Gop, 
our New Life in Chriſt 


thatican be called Good or Evil, 


Ifwe would know, what a Change 
implies, let us conſider what it is to be born of Gop, 
| oſoever is bern of God, ſaith the Apoſtle, doth net 
commit Sin. For his Seed remaineth in him: and he cannot 
fin, becau 3 GOD, In this the Chiluren e —_ 
are « Children of of the Devil. 

Wi now, that a oſoever is born of GOD ſinneth not, Obes 
be that is begotten of GOD teepeth himſelf, and the wicked 
one toucheth him nat, 1 Jen , 10. 18. 

The fame Apoſtle tells us, I boſocuer is born of GOD 
 evercomth the World. He overcometh all world! 1 Gere 
and worldly Fears. He is crucified unto the World and the 
World — unto him. He is dead to the Luſt of the 
Fleſh, the Luſt of the Eye, and the Pride of Life, And 
he feareth not them that can kill the Body, and after that 
have nothing more that they can do, 

Me muſt therefore examine into the State of our Minds, 
and ſee. whether we are thus changed in our Natures, thus 
—_ Whether we are ſo ſpiritual, as to have over- 
World; ſo holy, as that we cannot commit Sin; 
1 it is che undeniable Doctrine of Scripture, that this 
Ne Birch is as neceſſary to Salvation, as the Believing i in 
Jesus CHRIST, . 
Wehaye ſeen two Marks of thoſe that are boch God. 
your Enemies, 
bleſs hane.ch that courſe you, do good to them that hate uu, and 
pray for them which de/pitefully u/e you and perfecute 5 


again to be, we enter upon freſh Terms of Life, 
and Fears, and an entire 


© HHE=:> 


e very Eſſence and Soul of Chriſtiani- 


_ = 


1 220 A = — — | A 


7 anne ld 
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0 maj be — 2 ther which iris Heaven, 
atth, v, 

Well m 1 Chriſtian be ſaid Gion Greatiins ſince 
th, without fuck a Diſpoſition as this, we cannot be Chriſtians, 
ener Children of our Father which is in Heaven, | 

It is not therefore enough to love our Friends, Benefat« 
Yres, and relations, but if we are born of God, we love 
like God : We have an univerſal Love, a Tenderneſs for 
all Mankind, imitating that Love which would that an 
Men fhould be ſaved. 

God is Love: And as be who dwelleth in Love dwelleth i in 
ur , fo he that dwelleth not in Love dwelleth nut in God. 
It is im rr Ü 
ſt che ſame Time, 

Mankind hath no Enemy but the Devil; and thoſe whe 
are L the ſame RR. 

There is — no e contrary to Fleſh and 
t 


Blood than ut it is eaſy to thoſe that are born of God. 

For take but away earthly Goods and Evils,.and you 
take away all Hatred and Malice, For they are the only | 
Cauſes of thoſe baſe Tempers, 

He therefore that 2 overcome the Warld, hath overs | 
come all the Occaſions of Envy and ill Nature, and can ny 
pray for and forgive all his — who want leſs Ko 
veneſs from Him than He has received from his Heav 
e Father. N 
d . Let us here a while contem mplate the Height and Depth of 
at | Chriſtian Holineſs, and that Godlike Spirit which it implies ! 
I And this alone _ convince us, that to be Chriſtians, we 
„ | muſt be born We muſt ſo change our very Natures, |; 
as to have no by in our Souls, but that of beinglike God, 
— And till we rejoice and delight only in God, we cannot 
3 | have this Love to our Fellow Creatures, 
8 
n 


We may therefore learn form this, as well as from what 
was obſerved before, that Chriſtianity does not conſiſt in 
doing no Harm, nor in daing Good, (as it is called) nor br 
+ || in any particular moral Virtues, as ſome idly ſuppoſe : 
„inan — Change of our Hearts, of all our natural Ter- 
ö Err; and a Liſe wholly devoted to Gon. 
K 


Tho ſame Doctrine is tarther taught by our lebens. 
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OR when ſpeaking ot Win n Children, he faith, 9% 
er them to come unto me for of ſuch is the Kingdom of God, 

uke xviii, 16, 

If we are not reſolved to deceive ourſelves, if we have not 
Eyes that ſee not, and Ears that — —— we muſt perceive 
that theſe Words imply ſome migh ge in our Nature, 

j rm, —— Go ndition of —— Is Fo ſuch that they 
have every thing tolearn ; they are to be taught by others, 
what they are to hope and fear, and wherein their proper 
Ha pineſs conſiſts, 

nd in this Senſe firſt are we to become as little Chil- 


our ſelves to be taught, what we are to chuſe, and what 


but be, ready to be taught of Gop, the only Way of pur- 


ſuing that only Happineſs, which Gop in CakisT pro- 


| " Poſes to us; and to accept it with ſuch Simplicity of Mind 


as little Children who have nothing of their own to op- 


poſe to it. 
But now is this infant Temper thus eſſential to 


thoſe that have it? This then is another undeniable 
that Chriſtianity implies a new Nature; ſuch as raving 
renounced the Prejudices of Life, the Moxime of human 
Wiſdom, gives itſelf with a Child-like Submiſſion and 
555 none, to be entirely govern'd by the Doctrines and 
MRIST, 
ug and Policy, ſelfiſh Cunning, proud Abilities and 
vain Endowments, have no Admittance into this holy 
State of Society w with Cyan in Gon. 
The Wiſdom of this World, the Intrigues of 2 on 
\ Deligns of greatneſs and Ambition, lead 8 another R 
dom. He —＋ nner muſt be emptied of 
vain F — 2 ut on the meek — of in · 


fant and undeſig ning Simplicity, - 
190 CON is the Scribe ? Where ir the 


22 is the 
this World? Hath not GOD made fooliſh the 
Wn of this World? 


we will partake of the I iſdem of GOD, we muſt 
judge of thc World and its lt babe G 2 


dren, to be as tho“ we had every thing to learn, and ſuffer 


we are to avoid; to pretend to no Wiſdom of our own, 


—_— Does the Kingdom of God conſiſt onl Br | 


A 


nr Finger! 


| — nor any other Virtues (as they are called) are 


» 8s 
Wickedneſ z not confderiaghow thorou 


{ " | , N b 
Wiſdim of GOD . of Ref we muſt deem than 
7 , and with undivided Hearts labour after one" 
N one Happineſi, in being entirely ' devoted to: | 


A Chriſtian is ſober, not only ſo far as ſuits with a 
regular Life, but ſo as become one who is born of the 
Holy Spirit, that is one with CHRIST, who dwelleth in 
Gop and Gop in him, 1 1 

He is Charitable, not only ſo far as ſuits with his na- 
tural Temper, and with good Eſteem among Men; but 
in ſuch a Meaſure, as is ſuitable to the Doctrines and Spi- 


For indeed, neither Charity, nor Temperance nor 


arts of Chriſtian Holineſs, till they ſpring fram. Holineſs 
of Heart, from the Mind that was in CHRIST. A 
This is what cannot be too much conſider d by thoſe 
whoſe Religion has made no Change in their Hearts; who 
fancy themſelves Chriſtians, only becauſe of the R it7 
of their Lives, altho' they have never experienced a \ 
in the Spirit of their Mi after the Image of Him that crea« 
Chari ah are id ans without the pe ſage, 
rity, and are Chriſtians without rit of nity... 
It "+4 miſerable Error, to think we are Chriſtian n 
weareleſs vain or covetous, more ſober and decent i G 
Behaviour than we uſed to be, Yet this is the Caſe with: 
many, who think they are well, becauſe they are not ſo bad; 
they were, becauſe they are reformed from Outward: 


a how 
entire « Reformation of Heart as well as Ste 


implies, i; ire} 
Boer ſuchPeople remember, that they who. thuamenſurs; 
themſelver by themſelver are not wiſe. Let them remember 
that they are not 1 of CHR, till they have, like 
him, offer'd their whole Soul and Body as @ reaſonable, Boi 
Sacrifice toGop that they are not Members of CyniuT'y 
Body, till they are united unto him by anew opirreg 
that they have not enter'd into the Kingdom of Gop 
they have enter d into an infant Simplicity of Heart till 
are ſo born of Gop as not to commit Sin, ſo full ofan heavenly 
Spirit as to have overcome the Morlu. Led 


A 


0 


4 | 


28 16 2 | 
Let them — Re in CRI T is a new 
Creature, and that nothingſhort of this will avail before Gopg 
nothing leſs than the entirè Renewal of the Soul in Righteouſ-: 
neſs andall true Holineſs, Let them remember, that there' 
is no Religion that will ſtand us in any Stead, but that 
which is the Converſion of the Heart to Gop, when all 
our Tempers are holy, heavenly, divine, ſpringing from 
a Soul that is born again of the Spirit, that is full of divine 
} Love, and tends with one full Bent to a Perfection and 
Happineſs in the Enjoyment of God, 
t us therefore look carefully to ourſelves, and conſider 
what manner of Spirit we are of; Let us not think our 
Condition ſafe, becauſe we are of this or that Church or 
Perſuaſion, or becauſe we are ſtrict Obſervers of the Out- 
ward Offices of Religion, For we can't but ſee, thefe 
| are Marks that belong to more than belong to CHRIST. 


© 5 
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Ale not his, that prophecy, or even caſt out Devils, and 
| work Miracles in his Name. Much leſs thoſe who with 


y 2 Minds and worldly Hearts, are only baptiz'd in 


- If Religion has rais'd us into a new World: if it has 

= fill'd.us with new End: of Life; if it has taken Poſſeſſion 

| of our Hearts, alter'd the whole Turn of our Minds, and 

= changed the whole Stream ot our AﬀeRions; if it has 

bay ac and Griefi, new Hopes and Fears ; if 
s 


an —— —— Dee 
i read in our Hearts, by t 0 oft given unto us, 
= and this' Spirit beareth Witneſs with our Spirit that we 
ce the Children of GonD: Then are we Chriſtians, not in 
9 Name only, but in Truth; then we do believe in the 
Hoy J=8vs, and we ſhall rejoice in the Day of CHR, 
Wl that we bave not run in vain, neither labour d in vain, 


TINTI. 
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